






























































































































As evidenced by the expenditures included within this report, the Alliance is spending its portion of the 
proviso money on electronic and face-to-face marketing, development of a workforce development plan 
for our counties, lead generation, prospect, and advertising expenses. We continue to have under 50 
percent of our budget dedicated to operational and salary expenses and over half of our budget is 
dedicated to lead generation, marketing, advertising, and other value added services for our five counties. 
Our investors expect us to invest in our mission to market and brand the region, instead of predominantly 
investing in operations and administration. The Alliance will continue working diligently on establishing 
itself as the premier economic development marketing organization in the state, and market the I-77 
region as the ideal location for companies the world over. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or need additional information. 

Sincerely, 

ti( 11;:2_ 
Rich Fletcher 
President & CEO 
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President & CEO

November 4, 2019

The Honorable Hugh Leatherman, Sr.
The Honorable G. Murrell Smith, Jr.
The Honorable Robert M. Hitt HI

RE: Proviso Funding - FY 2018-19

Gentlemen:

I am pleased to report on the status of Proviso Funding for the Economic Development
Partnership provided by the State of South Carolina. The Partnership is very appreciative
of the $450,000.00 in regional funding provided to our alliance. Our efTorts centered on
the development of infrastructure, attraction of new companies and building a base of
technology which will serve as foundation for the creation of new jobs in the future.

Summary of Projects:

Lead Generation - The Partnership engaged a European based consultant to develop
leads. This initiative has resulted in additional inquiries from European based companies
that may benefit by being in close proximity to other European based customers or
suppliers. A total of $12,425.00 was used in this effort.

Professional Development - The Partnership provided funding for Governor's
Opportunity Zone Summit and Rural Summit, Southern Economic Development
Roundtable, SCEDA Recertification, and two USC Aiken SBDC events totaling
$6,950.00.

Marketing - As part of our recruitment of manufacturing and technology companies,
funds were used for traditional marketing efforts. Through several sources we advertised
in various media, including the Japan Times, the leading daily English-language
publication of its kind in Japan with its digital version reaching over 8 million per month.
We also marketed through trade show booths and direct correspondence. Our marketing
efforts continue to educate domestic consultants and companies about the viability of our
region as good place to do business. These efforts have led us to attract companies such
as Bridgestone Americas, MTU and Recleim, all to our region. Our efforts and
investment of $61,285.00 have served to complement our work with the SCDOC.

Post Office Box 1708 ■ Aiken, SC 29802 ■ 471 University Parkway
(803) 641 -3300 • Fax (803) 64! -3369 • www.edpsc.org

#6



Product & Prospect Development - In our efforts to improve, promote and attract new
companies to the Aiken, Edgefield, Saluda and McCormick region several areas were
funded. New sewer lines in Saluda County for a manufacturing company accounted for
$200,000.00. An 1-20 corridor evaluation for a new industrial park, E. Pine Log Road
sewer line evaluation for an existing expanding industry, an Edgefield County strategic
plan, Industrial Park due diligence and broadband evaluation, and a cyber study all
totaling $76,526.00. A Fiscal Impact model, PILOT model and license fees for Aiken,
Edgefield and McCormick Counties were purchased costing $10,500.00. Upgrades to
data resources completed at $9,370.00. Sage Mill spec building general liability
$6,930.00. The Graniteville area profile book including Sage Mill Industrial park, and
industrial appreciation events all totaling 14,415.00.

FY 2018/2019 - We are beginning FY 2019-20 with our current Program of Work
available for review. Our Audit team is compiling FY 18-19 and the June 30, 2019 audit
will be completed in mid-December and made available for review.

The Economic Development Partnership is most appreciative of the support provided by
the Legislature under this regional funding program. We appreciate this program as it
allows the Partnership to match funds received from local support. We believe that we
have been able to leverage the Proviso Funding in manner that provides great benefit to
our region. Without this funding, we would not have been able to advance our programs
nor attract new industries to our community.

Regard^

Will Williams

cc:

Mr. Chris Huffman, Chief Financial Officer, South Carolina Department of Commerce
Mr. Gary L. Stooksbury, Chairman, Economic Development Partnership
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• Greater Sumter Chamber of Commerce Retreat 

• SB&D Ads 

• New Billboard Campaign 

• Hosted SC Department of Commerce International Team 

• Team members participated in the All-American Cities Finalist event representing Sumter 

• Select USA 

• Paris Air Show South Carolina Delegation 

• DACH Mission 

• Ohio Marketing Mission 

• Annual Bluegrass and Barbeque event 

• Website enhancement 

• SC Business Week  

• Hermes Gold Award level for marketing and programming 

• Simply a Great Place video series 

• Multiple radio spots 

• TheLINK promotional items 

 

In addition to traditional print and media marketing, TheLINK also has a strong presence on multiple social media 

platforms including Facebook, twitter, etc. etc. all of which are geared to drive traffic to the website 

www.thelinksc.com. 

 

Projects  

On March 29, 2019 Florence Concrete Products announced a $4.2 million expansion investment with 80 new jobs, 

and on April 5, 2019, Continental Tire the Americas announced a $37.5 million expansion with 50 new jobs for 

their ContiSeal and ContiSilent tire noise inhibitor production facility.   

 

Project activity was brisk for TheLINK at the beginning of July, 2018.  Since then the bulk of the active projects had 

been put on hold either due to uncertainty with the political climate or other factors.  Currently TheLINK is 

engaged with 4 active projects.   

 

This is not the case for the regional existing industries.  Business continues to be strong in our region with many of 

our local existing industries having announced expansion or in the process of exploring expansion capabilities.  At 

then end of July, 2019 the following existing industry expansions were either named projects or still under 

consideration: 

• Project Combine - $26 million/10 jobs 

• Carolina Power Systems - $380,000/8 jobs 

• Pilgrims - $10 million/70 jobs (2019) 

• Sumter Packaging - $2.4 million (2019) 

• Project Starlight - $47.5 million/141 jobs ($23/hour) 

• Project Tiger V - $9.5 million/20 jobs ($32.25/hour) 

 

In total, these existing industry potential expansion projects totaled $97 million and 249 new jobs. 

 

  

http://www.thelinksc.com/
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